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Frogs
Though we went out to North Hampton School’s nature trail pond in North Hampton,
New Hampshire many times before, I have never been able to identify the frogs I would see
when I was younger, but this time I want to. The first time we went out to see the frogs was
Monday, April 12th. The frog that I had seen was farther away and more difficult to analyze, and
I could only see brown along its body. On Wednesday, April 14th we went back out and were
able to see the frogs clearly.
According to PA Herps, green frogs can easily be identified from a fold that starts at their
eye and extends all the way down their back, as well as on their other eye. As you can see in
the picture, there are some distinct folds going down its back from the eyes. I found that this fold
was called the dorsolateral fold(Conant and
Collins, 1998) which is how people are able
to identify frog species.
Using this information, I was able to identify
this frog to be the green frog. I wonder why
some green frogs are more bright green than
others. Since this green frog was a darker
color
and you could only see the green under its
mouth and its tummy, it made it harder to
identify the frog.
We also saw another frog in the pond. It was
much smaller than the other frog and I
wondered if that frog was younger, or if its
genes were different. I wondered if they
would be a part of the same family, since
there were many frog eggs around the pond.
I didn’t see any other frogs besides those
two, so I wondered if they
could be parents. I researched
this and found that female
frogs and toads tend to be
larger than males(Benard,
2021). Green frog eggs hatch
within 3-5 days (Holland 2021) and I had seen tadpoles along the side of the
pond. There were also tadpoles swimming near the other eggs.
In conclusion, I would like to find out if the two frogs I saw were in fact
parents of the many clusters of eggs. Since I researched and discovered that
males are smaller than the females, I wonder if this means they are the parents
and the female hatched the eggs I saw. I also want to know if all of those clusters
of eggs were their eggs, and if the tadpoles were also theirs.

Works Cited

Holland, M., 2021. Green Frogs Mating & Laying Eggs. [online] Naturally Curious with Mary
Holland. Available at:
<https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/2016/06/15/green-frogs-matinglaying-eggs/#:~:text=Unlike%20Wood%20Frog%20eggs%20that,in%20three%20to%20fi
ve%20days.> [Accessed 22 April 2021].
Mister-toad.com. 2021. Differences between male and female frogs. [online] Available at:
<https://www.mister-toad.com/male-female-frog.html#:~:text=male%20or%20female.-,Bo
dy%20Size,between%20male%20and%20female%20size.> [Accessed 22 April 2021].
Conant, R. and Collins, J., 1998. Reptiles and Amphibians. Peterson Field Guides.

